
An Inductive Bible Study Method 
Read – Observation – Interpretation – Meditation - Application 
 
1.  Observation:  What does the passage SAY? 

a. Read the passage two or three times, preferably in different translations.  
 
b. Make a list of observations (20-30) trying to be as specific as possible about what  
the passage is saying. Not what it means or how to apply it, just what it says.  

 
 WHO   Who is writing? Who is the audience? Who is mentioned?  
 WHAT  What type of literature is it?  What is discussed?  What is happening? 

 
WHERE Where is the action occurring?   
WHEN  When did the action take place? What is the time period in history?  
 
WHY  What reasons are given? What is the purpose of the events? 
HOW  How did it happen? 
 
GOD’S  How does God reveal Himself?  What attributes are demonstrated? 
CHARACTER  
 
REPETITION  List any repeated words, phrases, or ideas.   
COMMAND List any commands to obey.  Positive “Do this.” Negative “Don’t do this.” 

 PROMISES List any promises to claim and believe.  Conditional or unconditional? 
 
 SIN TO AVOID List any sins mentioned to avoid.  Is it explained how to avoid them? 
 EXAMPLES Is someone’s example to be modeled. Is there an example to avoid? 
 
 ATTITUDES List any attitudes to adopt, pursue, or change. 
 CAUSE &  List any IF-THEN Clauses. “IF” this happens, “THEN” that will result. 

EFFECT 
 
COMPARE &  List any comparisons made.  List any contrasts made. 
CONTRAST 
 
QUESTIONS List any questions posed, to the reader, or to the people in the story. 
 
PREPOSITION List words or phrases used to relate things being mentioned. 

 CONJUNCTION List words used to connects key words or ideas.  (“Therefore”, “but”) 
 
 ADJECTIVES List words that modify or clarify the main noun, pronoun, or verb. 
 & ADVERBS  
 
 VERB TENSE List the verb tense.  Is it past, present, or future tense? 
 
 TONE   What is the tone or mood of the passage?  (encourage, rebuke, thankful) 
 

 



2.  Interpretation:  What does the passage MEAN? 
a. Ask questions of the passage. 

Why did the author say this?  Why did he put this verse here?   
What is its significance in light of the context of the passage, paragraph, chapter, or book? 

b. Define significant words. Use a dictionary if necessary. 
c. What themes do the surrounding verses suggest?  The whole chapter or whole book? 
d. Write a brief summary statement of the author’s message and intended meaning.  

“John’s purpose in this verse is to …” 
  
       Important Interpretation Principles: 

1. Use Scripture to interpret Scripture.  
Let straightforward verses explain “difficult” verses.  Scripture will never contradict itself. 

2. There is only one meaning for a particular passage.  Every verse in the Bible has only 
one correct interpretation, but it may have many applications. Although Biblical truth 
transcends time and culture, the only correct interpretation comes from the original author 
writing to their original audience. 

3. Know the Contexts: Historical, Cultural, Literary, Genre. 
4. The Bible was given as Progressive Revelation. God initiated revelation, but He did not 

reveal His truths all at one time. We must take into account the current state of a 
specific passage to properly understand it.  
(Ex. Did this verse occur before the Law, during Christ’s life, or after His resurrection?) 

 

     3.  Meditation:  Processing the passage – Bridging interpretation and application. 
Ask God for insight into what the passage means and how to apply it to your life. 
 

 Spend time thinking about the verses.  Prayerfully think about it over and over again.  
 
 

     4.  Application:  What does God want me to DO? 
 Good application points should be:  S.P.A.M. 
  Ex.  “I will read a Proverb every day during this month.” 
 

S Specific  “read a Proverb” 
P Personal  “I will” 
A Attainable  “every day” 
M Measurable  “read every day for a month” 

 
 

Applications can involve the following: 
 

* attitudes to change  * sins to confess 
* actions to avoid/do  * examples to follow 
* promises to believe  * attributes to praise 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 


